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SUBJECT: SECRETARY'S VISIT AND ITC FOOTWEAR CASE 
REF: BRASILIA 972, STATE 3557 

1 . DEPARTMENT APPRECIATES EMBASSY'S CONCERN OVER COINCI- 
DENCE OF SECRETARY'S VISIT AND ITC DECISION IN FOOTWEAR 
CASE. ACCORDINGLY, WE DISCUSSED WITH THE INTERNATIONAL 
TRADE COMMISSION THE POSSIBILITY OF MOVING UP THE 
ANNOUNCEMENT TO A DATE BEFORE THE VISIT. WE WERE ADVISED 
THAT THE COMMISSION HAS BEEN ENDEAVORING TO COMPLETE ITS 
PROCEEDING AT THE EARLIEST PRACTICABLE DATE BUT THAT AS 
ITS DOCKET NOW STANDS, THERE IS NO WAY THAT IT CAN MAKE 
ANY ANNOUNCEMENT BEFORE FEBRUARY 20. THE COMMISSION HAS 
EIGHT ESCAPE CLAUSE CASES PENDING ON ITS DOCKET. IN FIVE 
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BEFORE MARCH 17; IN THREE OF THE FIVE, BEFORE FEBRUARY 28; 

AND IN ONE OF THE THREE, SLIDE FASTENERS AND PARTS, BEFORE 
FEBRUARY 18, ONLY TWO DAYS BEFORE THE STATUTORY DEADLINE 
FOR FOOTWEAR. AS NOTED BY THE MISSION, THERE IS UNFOR- 
TUNATELY NO POSSIBILITY OF PUTTING THE ANNOUNCEMENT OFF 
TO A DATE BEYOND FEBRUARY 20. 

2. IN EVENT OF POSITIVE DECISION, WE WOULD EMPHASIZE 
THAT IT WAS BASED ON A THOROUGH INVESTIGATION BY AN 
INDEPENDENT, FACT FINDING AGENCY; THAT THE PROCEEDING 
INCLUDED A PUBLIC HEARING AT WHICH ALL INTERESTED PARTIES 
WERE AFFORDED AN OPPORTUNITY TO APPEAR AND PROVIDE 
INFORMATION AND VIEWS AND THAT, IN MAKING ITS OVERALL 
ASSESSMENT, THE COMMISSION CONSIDERED THE EFFECTS OF 
AGGREGATE IMPORTS FROM ALL SUPPLYING COUNTRIES PURSUANT 
TO SPECIFIC GUIDELINES LAID DOWN IN THE TRADE ACT OF 1974. 

IN SO DOING, WE WOULD SEEK TO DISPEL ANY MISUNDERSTANDING 
THAT THE DETERMINATION WAS DIRECTED AGAINST SHIPMENTS 
FROM ANY SPECIFIC REGION OR PARTICULAR EXPORTING COUNTRY. 

AS EMBASSY AWARE, INTERAGENCY TASK FORCE HAS 60 DAYS TO 
REVIEW ITC DECISION AND TO RECOMMEND TO PRESIDENT THAT 
HE ACCEPT, REJECT OR MODIFY ITC RECOMMENDED ACTION. INGERSOLL 
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